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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202/720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To be responsible leaders in promoting innovative stewardship of natural resources 
through the development of conservation partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

Upcoming Events 
NOV 9-NOV 17-Covington become 
Whosville! The village of Covington, Ohio 
transforms into Whoseville with specialty 
shops and businesses present lots of great 
family fun! Sleigh rides, The Grinch movie 
with photo ops with Santa, a 5K run, face 
painting and more! 
NOV 10 Holiday Horse Parade DT Piqua
7-9PM  Call 937-773-9355 for more 
information.
NOV 10-11 A Winter’s Yuletide Gathering DT 
Tipp City. www.downtowntippcity.org or 
www.facebook.com/yuletidewintersgathering. 
NOV 11 Veterans Day
NOV 12 Veterans Day recognized. Offi ce closed
NOV 13 Miami SWCD Board Meeting
7PM District offi ce. Public Welcome
NOV 15-NOV 17 DT Troy Holiday Welcome 
Weekend
NOV 15-18 West Milton Holiday Open House
NOV 22-23 Happy Thanksgiving. Offi ce closed
NOV 23 Hometown Holiday and Grand 
Illumination 5 - 8:30PM  937-339-5455 
www.TroyMainStreet.org
DEC 1  Winter Arts & Crafts Show at Brukner 
Nature Center 9AM - 4PM 5995 Horseshoe 
Bend Rd
DEC 4 A Walk Through Christmas 
Celebrations @ Johnston Farm Tours at 6 
p.m., 6:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. Call 937-773-2522 
for additional information. $5.00/per visitor
DEC 7 Christmas on the Green DT Piqua
6 - 9PM  937-773-9355, or visit online at 
www.MainStreetPiqua.com.
DEC 11 Miami SWCD Board Meeting
7PM District offi ce. Public Welcome
DEC 25 Merry Christmas! Offi ce will be 
closed
JAN 1 World Race for Hope 5K 10AM - 
12:30PM DT Trpu – Prouty Plaza 
Registration: https://runsignup.com/
january2019challenge

DISTRICT SOILS JUDGING TAKES PLACE AT
MIAMI COUNTY PARK DISTRICT LOSTCREEK RESERVE

Over 400 students from 34 schools 
and 7 counties converged on the 
grounds of the Miami County Park 
District’s Lostcreek Reserve on 
September 26th to compete in the 
District Soils Judging. While recent 
rains had made it a bit muddier than 
perhaps wanted, that didn’t stop the 
kids from hitting the pits and using 
their knowledge to assess 3 different 
bits representing different types of 
terrain, soils, textures, usage and 
more.  

Miami County teams included those from Miami East, Covington, Newton, and 
Upper Valley Career Center.  

The site just outside Troy on St. Rt. 41 
proved ideal and the assistance from the 
Miami County Park staff was invaluable 
in mowing lanes, opening up areas and 
directing and accommodating nearly 40 
buses.  Cron Excavating donated the 
digging of the pits, George Derringer, 
NRCS Resource Soil Scientist, chose 
the sites and assessed the pits and staff 
from the Miami SWCD helped lay out site 
lines and coordinating the event.   On a 7 
year rotation, Miami County’s turn to host 
couldn’t have turned out better and it’s 
thanks to all those that assisted in making 
the day a very successful District event.

LENA  AG  CENTER

7436 N. Bollinger Rd.
Conover, Oh 45317

937.368.3856 or 800.589.4112
937.368.3857 Fax 

 
The Caldwell Ditch Project is currently fi nishing 
up, and involved approximately 60 landowners. 
Extending from Washington Concord to Brown 
Pike running parallel to Stillwell Road, the 
Caldwell Ditch will assist with drainage for a 
1500 total acre watershed, with 640 of those 
total acres contributing towards the subsurface 
drainage section of the project.    Miami SWCD 
was the contracting agency for the project that 
began September 4th and was near completion 
as of October 25th, 2018.
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STORMWATER TIPS FOR FALL AND WINTER
 Yard debris, including leaves and 
other organic plant materials like shrubbery 
/trimmings and grass clippings, can be a 
signifi cant source of stormwater pollution 
when allowed to leave your property and 
enter storm drains,  carrying fertilizers and 
pesticides to rivers and streams...plus they 
can clog the storm drains!
 For Fall, consider adopting these 

practices for your home.  Some nice side effects:  you’ll save 
money and time!  
• Use a mulching lawn mower to send those grass clippings 

and light shredded leaf litter back to the soil. 
• Don’t use your hose as a broom. Sweep up yard debris rather 

than washing it down the driveway or street.
• Pile up to two inches of remaining leaf mulch to fl ower beds 

and around trees to suppress weed growth, improve soil 
structure and reduce the need for fertilizer

• Compost or recycle the remainder of your yard waste.
• By not using that leaf blower and leaving the leaves on your 

property, you can reduce noise pollution, greenhouse gases, 
and avoid spreading dust into the air.

• If you fertilize your lawn, do it in the fall rather than springtime. 
Fall fertilizations promote vigorous root growth and prevent 
fertilizer from leaching into our streams.

• Do a soil test and consider phosphorus - free fertilizers. 
Contact your OSU County Extension Service offi ce for more 
information.

• Choose fertilizers with “slow release” forms of nitrogen which 
are less likely to leach untreated from your yard through the 
storm drains into our rivers, creeks, and streams.

• Read and follow manufactures' instructions. More is not 
better!

• Pile the leaves somewhere where they won’t be disturbed and  
not too sheltered, as the pile needs to get wet occasionally. In 
about two years or less, they’ll naturally break down to a 20% 
smaller pile.

• Toss them in your woods or ask permission of someone who 
has a woods.  

• For more tips on leaving the leaves, check out this website: 
http://www.leaveleavesalone.org/

During the Winter months, it’s completely 
understandable to think safety fi rst when it 
comes to ice and snow, but if at all possible, 
consider adopting these practices to reduce 
excess salt and other deicing chemicals that 
can harm aquatic life in our streams and 
impact drinking water supplies.
• Shovel snow before it turns to ice to limit 

the need for deicing chemicals like rock salt.
• Shovel snow onto non-paved surfaces such as landscaped 

and/or grassy areas. As the snow melts, it will soak into the 
ground rather than fl ow directly into a nearby storm drain or 
stream.

• Sand, sawdust and even clean kitty litter can be used as an 
environmentally-friendly alternative to commonly used salt 
products. Cracked corn has been suggested as an alternative 
because animals can eat it before it gets washed into the 
storm sewers in the spring. 

• After snowmelt, sweep up residues, including sand, to prevent 
it from washing into storm drains and streams.

• Using the old fashioned approach of a shovel means 
eliminating ice and snow without harmful chemicals and with 
all the added benefi ts of physical exercise!

A few images from The Clean Sweep of the Great Miami 
River!  Weather once again played a part in postponing 
several sections, but gradually a few sections have found a 
way to hold their event and as of October 25, approximately 
8.1 tons of trash have so far been removed.  Sections that 
were able to ‘get wet, get dirty and get involved’ include 
Quincy to Sidney, City of Piqua, Piqua to Troy, Ross Road 
to Taylorsville Dam, Aullwood, City of Dayton and the 
Miami Conservancy District. Thanks to our major sponsors 
especially Cargill, Atlantis Sportswear, Cox Media Group 
and to all our volunteers for their hard work!

MIAMI COUNTY FARM SERVICE AGENCY

DATES TO REMEMBER

PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR!!

Nov. 12th - Veterans Day Holiday. FSA Offi ces Closed.

Nov.15th - Final Date to Report/Certify Perennial Forage 
including hay, pasture, new seeding and cover crops. 
REMINDER: This includes all owner and operator

 hay and pasture. There is a $46.00 per farm Late File 
Fee after 11-15-18. 

Nov. 20th - Deadline to buy 2019 NAP Insurance on hay, fruit, 
honey, etc.

Nov. 22nd - Thanksgiving Day Holiday. FSA Offi ces Closed.

Dec. 3rd  -  Last Day to return voted ballots in County Committee 
election

Dec. 15th - Final Date to Report/Certify Fall Wheat/Barley 
acres and other fall seeded grains. There is a $46.00 per 
farm Late File Fee after 12-15-2018.

Jan. 15th - Deadline to fi le for Market Facilitation Program 
(MFP) for 2018 Wheat, Corn, Soybeans, Hogs and Dairy. 
Please compile production and breakdown by shares. 

To make an appointment please call 937-335-1918.      

From our friends at 

You know farming.We know farm financing.

Farm Credit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

VERSAILLES OFFICE 
10539 Kley Road

Versailles, OH  45380
937-526-5705 | e-farmcredit.com Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal housing lender.
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