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It’s That Time AGAIN!!!!
 Order your 1-3 year old bare-root trees using the enclosed 
order form before March 20th and on April 14th and 15th, 
stop by the Conservation Education Area at the Miami County 
Fairgrounds to pick them up. We’ve got 22 different species to 
choose from and 2 ground covers! 
 Tell your friends! For more order forms, stop by 1330 N. 
County Road 25A Troy or go online to www.miamiswcd.org. Call 
335-7645 with any questions!

The January Board of Supervisors Meeting 
will not be held on January 13th. The 
rescheduled date will be announced. 

For more information, updates on programs, local 
news in agriculture, photos from events and more, 
please check out our Facebook page at Miami Soil 
and Water Conservation District. Other ways to 
learn what’s going on in our offi ce include checking 
out our website at www.miamiswcd.org. If you’ve 
got questions for us, feel free to ask them on our 
Facebook page or email us at info@miamiswcd.org

Facebook
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 The Miami Soil and Water 
Conservation District is offering 
two $750 scholarship awards for 
the purpose of continuing higher 
education at a two or four year 
college or university.

QUALIFICATIONS – Applying students:
 · Must be a Miami County, Ohio resident.
 · Must be an Agriculture or Natural Resources major.
 · Must be enrolled for Fall Quarter/Semester of 2015.
 · MAY be a prior Miami SWCD scholarship recipient .

CONDITIONS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP
The award will be used towards the   student’s tuition and 
fees and will be processed through the scholarship offi ce 
of the chosen school. 

WHERE AND HOW TO APPLY 
Send completed applications, along with three (3) letters 
of recommendations from three (3) references listed 
on the application form to: Miami SWCD Scholarship 
Committee, 1330 North County Road 25A; Suite C,  
Troy, Ohio 45373. 

 Deadline for applications and recommendations is 
Friday, March 13, 2015. (Postmarked)

 For applications, go online to www.miamiswcd.org or 
contact Kristin Lewber at KLewber@miamiswcd.org. Call 
335-7645 for more information. 

*Application & information received becomes the property 
of Miami Soil and Water Conservation District and will be 
held in strict confi dence.

Larry Studebaker Memorial/Miami 
SWCD Scholarship
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 One of the most valuable and underutilized natural 
resources is the tree. Ubiquitous in forests and common 
place in landscaping it is often relegated to the back-burner. 
Occasionally, miss-placed, trees can be relegated to the 
category of lawn pests, river blockades, and crop inhibitors. In 
their better moments, trees are recognized as for their shade, 
lumber, aesthetics, fi rewood, and the occasional s’more stick. 
New and old wisdom of trees reveals they are more than just 
that. Properly placed they can save time and money. Their 
multi-purpose functionality allows them to branch out, shall we 
say, from just one job. 

 In Cooking: The open-fi re wood barbeque fl avor is 
considered far superior to the stove. Similarly, smoked meats 
hold high value in the market. Their fruit, and even some of 
their stems are eaten culinary world-wide. Newly fallen or cut 
wood can be inoculated with edible mushrooms, and then 
placed below living tree canopy while the mycorrhiza grow 
and bloom. 

 In Carpentry: Wooden houses typically do better in  
earthquakes than unreinforced brick. Wood furniture, properly 
made and cared for has been seen to last centuries. Picture 
frames, clothes pins, and other common house-hold objects 
would be diffi cult or more expensive without the tree. Certain 
woods, such as redwood are rot and fi re resistant. Trees are 
used to make railroad ties, fence posts, and landscape terraces. 

 In Heating: Sticks, leaves, and logs have long been used to 
heat us on cold nights. With modern improvements in energy 
effi ciency, a small amount of wood can go further than ever to 
keep us warm. Placement of living trees adds to this effi ciency. 
Wind struggles to get through a solid row of trees. A belt of 
trees, three or four rows wide can make a huge difference in the 
weather on the leeward side. Usually placed to the northeast, 
the trees force the air upward, reducing wind on the leeward 
side for a distance of up to ten times the height of the trees. 
Because of the change in air pressure this causes, the snow 
usually piles up next to the trees. The resultant drop in wind chill 
can reduce heat loss and related freeze damage. Because the 
trees bear the brunt, under extreme gusts or following heavy 
rains they may suffer an occasional lost limb and in rare cases, 
need replacing. However, unlike a house, a damaged limb will 

re-grow and replacing a 
tree usually results in ample 
fi rewood or mulch.

 In Cooling: Deciduous 
trees provide shade during 
the summer, when you want 
it and open-air during the 
winter, when you benefi t 
from the additional solar 
heat. Usually placed on the 
southern side of a house, a 
pruned deciduous tree in winter not only allows for light and 
solar heat entry, it also provides small amounts of wood for 
other uses. The tree’s circulatory system works off of water 
leaving its leaves. This is called evapotranspiration and has an 
over-all cooling affect for the tree and surrounding area – the 
reason their shade is so sought-after on hot days. The water 
that leaves the tree contributes to cloud formation, providing 
rain when the weather might otherwise be dry, rain that will 
eventually evaporate, cooling the entire landscape. 

 As the Farmer: Trees in the garden or farm setting need to be 
placed with care. They can heat or cool. Some are allelopathic- 
they do not play nice with others. Some are nitrogen fi xers-
adding nitrogen for other crop gains. Most provide a regular 
dose of mulch. Their roots, when planted downhill from annually 
tilled land, help capture nutrients that would otherwise enter the 
waterways. They can also provide winter food and shelter for 
soil microbes, wildlife, and livestock; improving rumination and 
overall health of the animals living in that environment.

 Because of their so many uses and benefi ts and low cost, 
trees are found on otherwise open farmland throughout the 
country. The USDA considers windbreaks, woodland fi lter strips, 
agroforestry, and other forms of tree planting when choosing 
best management practices on farmlands nationwide. If you 
are a farmer or rancher interested in using trees on your farm, 
please contact your local Natural Resources Conservation 
Service at (937)335-1918. The USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

Farm Science in Your Backyard: Refl ections on Trees
By: Melissa A. Shuck, District Conservationist                                                                            
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

 Hello everyone. 
My name is Renee 
Buck. I am the new 
Farm Bill Wildlife 
Biologist hired by 
Pheasants Forever, 
in cooperation with 
the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 
and the Ohio Division 
of Wildlife. My duty as 
a Farm Bill Wildlife 
Biologist will be to 
provide biological and 
technical assistance 
(with a wildlife focus) 
to landowners, government agencies, non-government 
organizations and   anyone else seeking  assistance 
with conservation related matters. I will be responsible for 
the implementation and application of biological sciences 
within the various conservation programs implemented 
by the Farm Bill, working primarily with the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). If you are currently enrolled 
in a Farm Bill conservation program or plan to be in the 
future, there is a good chance that we will be working 
together at some point. The counties that I serve will 
include Preble, Montgomery, Butler, Miami and Greene. I 
will be working out of the NRCS offi ces within each of the 
respective offi ces.
 I grew up in Tecumseh, Michigan a small town near the Ohio 
and Michigan State Line. I was always active in the outdoors 
and loved exploring the woods, rivers and fi elds surrounding 
Tecumseh. I have always had a passion for wildlife and an interest 
in conservation. After graduating high school I decided to pursue 
a career in conservation and natural resources. After two years 
at a local community college I transferred to Michigan State 
University. I majored in Fisheries and Wildlife and received my 
Bachelor of Science in 2007. I then moved to Iowa and worked 
several seasonal positions with various government agencies 
and served two years as an AmeriCorps at a wildlife management 
unit with the Iowa DNR. I enjoy volunteering and getting involved 
with communities, when the time permits. I love being active 
and outdoors through biking, hiking and camping. I enjoy water 
and use a kayak to explore and do a little fi shing. The major
hobbies I enjoy are during the winter though, I play ice hockey 
and I snowboard. 
 I am excited to get to know the people and the area, and start 
working in all of the counties in my territory. I hope that I can be 
a great resource to anyone within the area who may need my 
assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any comments, questions, concerns or would just like to say 
hello. My work cell number is (937)578-8264 and my email is 
rbuck@pheasantsforever.org. I look forward to hearing from you!

The New Farm Bill Biologist 
Says Hello!

Upcoming Events
JAN 1  Happy New Year Offi ce Closed
JAN 2-MAR 13  Larry Studebaker Memorial Miami SWCD   
 Scholarship Application Window
JAN 2-MAR 20  Miami SWCD Tree Seedling Sale 
 Ordering Window
JAN 6  Adult Exploration Hike @ Honey Creek 
 Preserve 9 AM-11 AM  | 4536 St. Rt 202,  
 Tipp City OH 45371 | 937-335-6273  
 www.MiamiCountyParks.com
JAN 14-17 2015  National No Till Conference “Building Better  
 No-Till Practices,” is the theme for the 23rd  
 National No-Tillage Conference at the Hilton  
 Cincinnati Netherland Plaza in Cincinnati, Ohio.
 The 4-day program will feature 17 general  
 session speakers, 29 classrooms, 75   
 roundtables and hours of hallway 
 networking. More information is available 
 at NoTillConference.com. 
JAN 16  Friday Night Movies at the Hayner Center   
 Niagara (1953) Directed by Henry Hathaway, 
 starring Marilyn Monroe, Joseph Cotton 
 7:30 PM | 301 W Main St, Troy | (937) 339-0457   
 www.TroyHayner.org
JAN 19  Martin Luther King Jr Day Offi ce Closed
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West Ohio Agronomy Day 
Monday, January 12th, 2015 St. Michael’s 

Hall, 33 Elm Street, Fort Loramie.
 Registration will begin at 8:00AM with breakfast 
sandwiches, donuts, orange juice, and coffee. 
 A Grain Market update from Jerry Meyer (Cargill) 
and John Leighty (Trupointe) will be held at 8:30AM. 
The programs dealing with Private Pesticide Applicator 
Recertifi cation Credits for farmers, Continuing 

Education Units for Certifi ed Crop Advisors, and Fertilizer Certifi cation 
Training for those with Pesticide Applicator Licenses begin at 9:00 AM.
 Other speakers include Dr. Fred Whitford, aka ‘Fred from Purdue’, 
Dr. Andy Michel, Dr. Peter Thomison and Dr. Steve Culman all 
with OSU. 
 Additional topics to be addressed include weed management, 
fumigation, solar energy, and managing pests of livestock and forages. 
Private Pesticide Recertifi cation Credits are available in CORE and 
Categories 1, 2, and 6. Up to fi ve (5) CCA credits are also available.
 The same program/same categories will be held that evening 
beginning at 5:30PM for those not able to attend during the day. A 
light supper and the marketing update begin at 5:00PM. Farmers 
who want to recertify their private pesticide applicator’s license 
should go online at http://pested.osu.edu either to register with a 
credit card or to download the form to pay by check. Forms may 
also be picked up at any Ohio Extension offi ce. If not registered 
online, the completed form can be submitted with the $35 fee on 
January 12. Pre-registration is needed by January 2nd in order to 
ensure enough food.                           
 For those just wanting to attend for the information, the cost 
is $10 if signed up by January 2nd, and can be paid at the 
door on January 12. The cost for walkins is $15. Please call 
Deb Brown at 937-498-7239 or email to brown.1522@.osu.edu 
to register.
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